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CONFIDENTIWL HELSINKI 0194 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: AORG, APER, SG, USESCO (SORSA, K.) 

SUBJECT: SELECTION OF NEW DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF UNESCO 

REF: STATE 017454 (NOTAL) 

1. IN MID- JANUARY FINNISH NEWSPAPERS CARRIED SHORT 
ITEMS SPECULATING THAT NORDIC COUNTRIES WERE GOING 
TO SUPPORT THE PRESENT FINNISH PRIME MINISTER, KAT.F.VT 
SORSA, FOR THE UNESCO DG POST. THE NEWSPAPERS ALSO 
CLAIMED THAT OTHER COUNTRIES WERE SUPPORTING SORSA, 
WITHOUT NAMING THEM. 

2. THE STORY SURFACED IN CONNECTION WITH THE VISIT OF 
SENEGAL’S MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION, OUSMANE 
CAMARA, TO HELSINKI. THE NEWSPAPERS POINTED OUT THAT 
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AND ADDUCED THAT THIS MESSAGE CONCERNED SENEGAL'S 
CANDIDACY FOR THE UNESCO POST. 

3. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY ONE OF OUR FOREIGN MINISTRY 
SOURCES THAT CAMARA’S VISIT WAS PRIMARILY RELATED TO 
QUESTIONS CONCERNING GUINEA-BISSAU AND PORTUGUESE 
AFRICA. 

4. NONE OF THE SEVERAL KNOWLEDGEABLE PEOPLE WE HAVE 
TALKED TO SINCE THE SURFACING OF THE SORSA STORY 
FIND IT BEYOND THE REALM OF POSSIBILITY, BUT NONE OF 
THEM ASCRIBE MUCH LIKELIHOOD TO SORSA BEING SERIOUS 
ABOUT IT - SINCE TAKING THE UNESCO POST WOULD EFFECTIVE- 
LY REMOVE SORSA FROM THE MAINSTREAM OF FINNISH 
POLITICS AND A CHANCE AT THE PRESIDENCY IN 1978. 

AS MATTERS NOW STAND, SORSA IS EXPECTED TO BE PICKED 
AS THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY'S CANDIDATE, IF HE WANTS 
IT, BUT IS NOT EXPECTED TO HAVE MUCH CHANCE OF WINNING. 

5. SORSA'S PUBLIC REACTION TO THE REPORT 

WAS LOW-KEY, NEITHER ADMITTING NOR DENYING HIS CANDIDACY 
FOR THE UNESCO POST. IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE THAT HE 
WOULD LIKE TO RETURN TO PARIS AND UNESCO, WHERE HE 
SERVED AS A RATHER LOW LEVEL PROGRAM SPECIALIST FROM 
1959 TO 1965, WHEN HE BECAME THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
OF THE FINNISH UNESCO COMMITTEE. SORSA SPEAKS FLUENT 
FRENCH AND ENGLISH, IS A MODERATE SOCIAL DEMOCRAT. 

AND WAS FOREIGN MINISTER BEFORE BECOMING PRIME 
MINISTER FIFTEEN MONTHS AGO. THE EMBASSY HAS HAD 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH HIM AND FINDS HIM AT LEAST NOT 
ANTI-AMERICAN. DESPITE THE EXPERIENCE THAT SORSA 
HAS GAINED SINCE HIS TIME AT UNESCO, IT IS QUESTIONABLE 
WHETHER HE IS UP TO HE PRESSURE AND INTERNATIONAL 
INFIGHTING INVOLVED IN THE DG JOB. ALTHOUGH WE KNOW 
THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD NOT LIKE TO SEE SORSA, OR 
ANY SOCIAL DEMOCRAT, BECOME PRESIDENT OF FINLAND, 

WE ARE LESS SURE OF WHAT THEIR POSITION WOULD BE 
CONCERNING HIS POSSIBLE DG CANDIDACY. 

KREHBIEL 
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